JUANITA CREEK

2023 Report
Card

76 Overall Health: Moderate Concern )
-5 since 2022

Juanita Creek is the largest basin in Kirkland. 1 in 3 Kirkland residents live in the Juanita
Creek basin.

Higher levels of nutrients like nitrogren and phosphorus, which can come from fertilizer,
pet waste, and leaking septic systems, as well as low oxygen levels and higher
temperatures kept Juanita Creek from scoring higher.
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Learn more at www.kirklandwa.gov/CreekHealth




2023 Water Quality

Based on sampling results from the Juanita
Creek sampling site near Juanita Beach Park.
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Based on sampling results from the main stem of Juanita Creek.
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Monitoring stream bugs tells us about the biological health
of a stream. Different bugs are more or less tolerant of
water pollution, and their presence or absence can tell us a
lot about the quality of the water.
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6 Basin Facts

""" Basin Area Tree Cover
“-~ 4,389 acres 35%

ﬁ Impervious Area
43%

« Cutthroat trout, coho salmon,
sockeye, Chinook salmon, peamouth
minnow, sculpin, stickleback and
lamprey have been observed.
Kokanee salmon, winter steelhead
and longfin smelt were historically
present in Juanita Creek.

. Juanita Creek is one of the most
confined creeks due to residential
development along its banks.

How to Help Juanita Creek

Nitrogen

g Minimize fertilizer use in your
lawn and garden to reduce nitrogen
runoff.

Phosphorus

Scoop and throw away pet waste to
reduce phosphorus runoff.

Temperature

g Plant a tree - shade from trees
helps lower water temperatures.

pH

Only rain down the drain- keep
dirt?/ wash water, cement, paint, d?/
wall slurry out of streets and out o
storm drains.

Learn more at www.kirklandwa.gov/CreekHealth




Thanks for helping protect our waterways!

Yard Care and Maintenance
Minimize use of fertilizers and chemicals in your yard. Follow
directions on label and never use more than suggested.

Do not sweep, blow, or dump yard debris into streets, sidewalks,
ditches or drains. Dispose of yard waste in yard waste bins.

Did you know? More than 35 different pesticides have been detected in our local creeks. Adding just a
3-inch layer of mulch in your garden can prevent weeds as effectively as yard chemicals.

B Pressure Washing

| Use a broom to sweep up dirt and debris. Divert wash water to
a landscaped area where wash water can soak into the ground.
. If you can’t divert wash water, use only cold water with no soap
or chemicals.

Don't allow soap, chemicals, or dirt into street or storm drain.

- Roof Cleaning
S_e= Use a broom, stiff brush, or leaf blower to remove moss. If you
“wma Must use chemical cleaners, disconnect roof downspouts so

k' chemicals do not flow into the stormwater drainage system.

Direct wash water to adjacent lawn and landscape to soak into
.. the ground.

Car Washing

Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn or
gravel area. Keep soap (even biodegradable soap) and dirty
water out of streets and storm drains.

Did you know? The average driveway car wash wastes more than 120 gallons of water.
The average commercial car wash uses 60% less water and keeps soap and chemicals out of our streams.

Paint and Chemical Disposal

Never dump chemicals, paint, or rinse water in your yard or
down storm drains. Always rinse paint brushes and rollersin a
sink, never outside.

Visit hazwastehelp.org for info on safe disposal of household
chemicals or paintcare.org/WA for FREE paint disposal.

If you see soap, oil, or other pollution in your neighborhood
storm drains or creeks, call our 24/7 Spill Hotline:

425-587-3900

publication are available upon request. For City of Kirkland Public Works
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