
2023 Water Quality

NORTHWEST COLLEGE 
CREEK (HOUGHTON 

SLOPE A)
2023 Report 

Card

Basin Area
377 acres

Tree Cover
26%

Impervious Area
49%

Overall Health: Some or Low Concern84

Learn more at www.kirklandwa.gov/CreekHealth
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Higher levels of nitrogen and high creek 
temperatures are the primary reasons this creek did 
not score higher. 

-1 Since 2022

Basin Factsi

• 71% of the stream channel in the 
Houghton Slope A basin is in pipes. 

• The basin has the lowest amount of 
tree coverage of any basin in 
Kirkland. This impacts habitat quality, 
increases rainwater runo�, and 
reduces water quality.

• Development in this basin has led to 
a signi�cant increase in hard surfaces 
like pavement and buildings. This 
impacts the creek’s water quality, 
aquatic habitat, and increases the 
potential for �ooding. 

Minimize fertilizer use in your lawn and 
garden to reduce nitrogen runo�.

Plant a tree - shade from trees helps lower water 
temperatures. 
If pressure washing, use cold water only. Avoid 
heated water and chemicals. 

How to Help  Nitrogen and Temperature 
in Northwest CollegeCreek

8T
H

 S
T 

S

504 I S
504 I 

N

NE 60TH ST

NE 52ND ST

LA
KE

 S
T 

S

E
N EVA 

HT611

LAKE W
ASH

IN
G

TO
N

 BLVD
 N

E

9TH AVE S




